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SOVIET UNION - EASTERN EUROPE

This publication Is propared for regional spocinlists in the Wa
shington com-
. munity by the USSR - Eastorn Europe Division, Office of Currgont l%tel—
ligence, with occaslonal contributions from other offices within the
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Folish Workers Demand More Meat

. The Gierek regime has apparently increasead
meat supplies in Warsaw in the wake of minor dis-
turbances over shortages. Several Polish journal=-
' ists have commented that the public is "aroused
and in bad humor," and some | em- 25X1
bassy sources say that public disturbances re-
cently took place in Warsaw's two laryesl super-
markets. The police were reportedly summoned to
restore order, but no arrests were made.

In nationally televised speeches last Thurs-
day, party leader Gierek and Prime Minister Jaros-
zewicz frankly admitted that shortages exist. Gierek
assured his listenexrs that the government is already
making great efforts to solve the problem and sug-
gested there would soon be "perceptibie results."
The embassy confirms that Warsaw stores have indeed
received increased quantities of mecat to sell.

The regime has probably alleviated the immediate
problem, but it will have to pay continuing attention
to consumer demands if it wants to avoid further and
more serious problems. Over the past four years, the
real wages of Polish workers have increased signifi-
cantly faster than the availability of such major items
as new nousing, cars, and furniture. As a result, the
Poles have sought to use some of their increased pur-
chasiig power to buy higher quality foods, which now
also seem to be in short supply.

25X1
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Brezhnev'g Farm Program
Paying Off for Conpumers

The Sovict diet~-long a major area of ~onsumer
complaint--has improved dramatinally under the cur-
rent leadership. Per capita consumption of meat hag
risen by nearly a third since 19u5; egy consumption
is up by almost two thirds. Food supplies in gen-
eral are now far larger *han a few years ago; queues
of shoppers--a Soviet tradition--are much shorter.

The improvement in diet will continue at least
through the remainder of 1975. Furxther increases
in the suppl.es of livestock products will be made
pessible by the nearly 4-percent increase in live-
stock herds and the 1l0-perzent growthi in the supply
of poultry over the last year. Domestic meat pro-
duction will be augmented by the recent purchase of
40,000 tons of Australian beef.

Per capita consumption of dairy prcducts is now
roughly the same in the US and the USSR, but average
meat consumption in the USSR is less than half that
in the US and egg consumption is 70 percent of the
US level. At growth rates achieved under the cur-
rent regime, it will be nearly 30 years before So-
viet meat consumption reaches current US levels; edag
consumption will probably reach today's US levels in
seven years,

25X1
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Ruffled Feathers in Tanzania

President Nyerecre of Tanzanla is evidently
angry over the second cancellation of a projected
trip to Dar es Salaam by Soviet President Podgorny.
Fodgorny was supposed to make the visit in late
February. The Tanzanian Ministry of Foreign Af~-
fairs doubts that Nyerere will invite Podgorny any=-
time soon, if ever, but Tanzania's interest in So=-
viet milltary assistance will probably keep the af-
fair from being allowed to damage seriously Tanzanian-
Soviet relations.

The Podgorny cancellations seem to have resulted
' more from Soviet diplomatic bumbling than from any de-

cline in Moscow's interest in Tanzania. In fact, only
last November, Moscow agreed to provide $40-million
worth of military equipment, including surface-~to=-air
missiles, anti-aircraft guns and artillery. A $34-.
million deal reached earlier in 1974 provided for the
delivery of MIG-21 fighters and for assocliated sup-
port equipment and training. With one eye on the Chi-
nese, Soviet officials in Dar es Salaam have been
working hard to convince the Tanzanians of the supe-
riority of Soviet equipment and training. Chinese
military assistance to Tanzania so far has totaled
abou* $62 million, and there is no indication that Chi-
nese aid will be cut back in the near future.

So far, the implementation of Soviet Tanzanian 25X1
military agreements has not hit any serious snags.

One probable casualty in the affair, however, is
the proposed consular agreement that would increase the
size of Moscow's diplomatic mission in Tanzania. The

March 11, 197%
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propesal has been viewed with sugpicion by Tanzanian
officials, who fear that the presence of more So-
viets would enhance the possibility of espionage ac-
tivity. The document is now in the legal department
of the Foreign Ministry for study and may be allowed
to remain there for some time as a way of showing
displeasure at the Podgorny snub.
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Hungary at the Crossrcadsg

The Staff Wotes today begine a three-
part serieo on Hungary prior to the party
congreve that opens next Monday., We ac-
sume the congress will reaffirm the lead-
ership of party chief Kadar and the eesen-
tial elemente of the policies he has
foatered over his 18 years in offiae. Some
high-level personnel changee are Likely to
be made, however, and a further trimming
of the relatively liberal Hungarian cul-
tural and economic policies seems in the
cards. Today we consider the prospective
personnel changes; over the next two days
we shall take up possible changes in do-
megtic and foreign policies.

Kadar's Position

Kadar's continued presence is perhaps the key fac-
tor in assuring continuation of a moderate course. The
62~-year-old party leader will be participating in his
fifth congress since taking over in 1956, and he appar-
cntly will do so with a firm hand on the political til-
ler. Considerable concern last year that he had lost
some control stemmed from the precipitate demotion of
several long-time associates 'in March. The earlier trim-
ming of Kadar's moderate economic and cultural policies,
'persistent reports that Kadar's chronically poor health
was worse, and suggestions that the Hungarian leader
had tired of politics fueled speculation that he might
give up his post.

Kadar has signaled his determination to stay on
the job, however, by pursuing an unusually vigorous

schedule since last March. Moreover, his triumphal re-—
ception in the Soviet Union in September quashed rumors

March 11, 1975
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that he had lost favor in Moscow. Kadar's position
appears to have remained firm for a number of reasons:

-~He has heeded domestic pressures and
taken the lead in making changes.

--He has remained responsive to Soviet
wishes.

--His presence is reassuring to wide
segments of the population, and there
is no obvious candidate to succeed him.

Murky Succession

The murky succession picture helps to bolster
Kadar's pre-eminence, but it also endangers his mod-
erate policies and perhaps, should he abruptly pass
from the scene, even domestic tranquility. The desig-
nated number-two man in the party is Bela Biszku, who
is considered completely loyal to Kadar. At 52, Biszku,
reportedly shows little desire to hold the top job--and
apparently has few of the requisite political skills.
If he should assume the top post he would probably try
to continue Kadar's policies, despite a strong reputa-
tion for conservatism stemming from his association
with police and security matters.

A frequently mentioned dark-horse candidate is
Karoly Nemeth, a 5l-year-old Politburo member and
former head of the powerful Budapest city party organi-
zation. Nemeth has moved more into the political lime-
light since last March, when he assumed the sensitive
job of party secretary for economic policy. He seems to
be a moderate, perhaps more attuned than his predeces-
sor, Rezso Nyers, to the sociopolitical realities that
limit the pursuit of economic reform. This is no lia-
bility in an aspiring party leader, but Nemeth report-
edly has not been overly impressive in his new post as
overseer of economic affairs. Moreover, responsibility
for prickly economic matters is not the usuaj launching
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pad to powor in a Communist systom. If Nemeth is
being groomed for the succaossion, ha presumably mugt
be movaed o .~ other responsibilities.

Part of the problem in judging potential sug-
cesgors is that the yard stick is Kadar, who has
risen from the "bloody butcher of Budapest" in 1956
to become the symbol of moderation today. Consonant
with his tolerant domestic policies, Kadar's politi-
cal style has permitted a large dose of "party democ-
racy" and free-wheeling discussion that would be dir-
ficult for a less authoritative successor to emulate.
Although he has politicsl acumen, Kadar has not moved
resolutely in personnel matters and consequently con-
servatives and liberals uneasily ccexist within the
party.

Personnel Changes

Despite Kadar's reluctance to make changes, tnere
prckably will be some top-level shifts at the congress.
At a minimum, the Politburo seat left vacant by the
death of Zoltan Komocsin will be filled. There could
be a more widespread shuffling, including the departure
from the Politburo of any or all of the three men who
suffered political setbacks last March. In order of
probability, the prospective departures from the leader-
ship are:

Lajos Feher, 58, an advocate of economic decentral-
ization and outspoken proponent of agricultural inter-
ests, who was stripped of major government responsibil-
ities last March. | 25X1

The So-
vie . dislike Feher, considering him little more than
a "narodnik"--a peasant populist.

Rezso Nyers, a competent 51l-year-old economist,
whose career is closely linked with the economic rafoim.

March 11, 1975
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lle was romoved as party secretary for economic pol-
icy last March and consigned to the Economic Insti-
tute. A former Social Democrat, Nyers has no strong

. ideological inhibitions, and studies and borrows
froaly from Western cconomic thought. Ho is gon-
erally casygoing and unprovocative, but, in a rare

. exception, protested to the Soviats before the inva-
sion of Czechoslovakia in 1968.

Gyorqgy Aczel, 57, close adviser to Kadar on cul-
tural matters since 19,7, lost several key party jobs
in the cultural field last March and became a deputy
premier. A Kadar loyalist, Aczwel has been a spokes=
man for moderate cultural policies and a broker in
arranging lLackroom deals with disgruntled intellec-

tualg. _4/_‘\\\¥¥*ﬁ\J 25X1
lis Jewish back-

ground is an insuperable political liability in the
strongly anti-Semitic Hungarian party.

Additional rumors of changes have focused on the
Politburo's "old-timers"--Antal Apro, Dezso Nemes, and
Gyula Kallai-~and Premier Jeno Fock. The first three
are to varying degrees conservative, doctrinaire, and
as pro-Soviet as a Hungarian gets. None is extremely
‘ old, and none holds an important ccllateral position
or has a significant domestic constituency. Nemes
and Kallai appear the most 1ltkely to retain their posts,
primarily because of their identification with ideology
at a time when this is an asset. 25X1

Newcomers to the Politburo are equally difficult
to pick. 1In the pas., new members have come from the
party secretariat, the propaganda apparatus, and the

March 11, 1975
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Budapest party organization. The current field in-
cludes party secrotaries Miklos Ovari, Arpad Pullai,
and Imre Gyori; Budapest first socretary Imre

Katona; party daily oditor Istvan Katona.
55%1 ovari scem the loading choices. T44444444442g;;gi4gnd444f
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Yugos lovia and East Germany sign in
Belgrade tholr trade protocol for
1975 calling for m rocord level of
$500 million in commedity oxchanges.

The 26-nation Geneva disarmament con-
faerence, co-chaired by the US and the
USSR, convenes for its first meeting
of 1975, |

Pclish Politburo convenes and accords
an "important priority" to the ex-
pansion of economic relations with
the US, approving a government state-
ment on implementing the relevant
agreenmcnts signed during party chief
Gierek®s visit to the US in October.

Radio Moscow reports the PLO has
named the head of ity mission in
the Sovicet capital.

Prominent sculptor Ernst Neizvestny

is expe'led from the Union of Soviet
Artists after applying for permigsion
to emigrate,

Premier Kosygin tours Pechora and
Vorkuta, two industrial cities in
the northern Urals. ‘

Ethiopian military council delegation
concludes an eight-day, official
visit to Yugoslavia and begins talks
in Bulgaria. |

-13-
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Czechoslovak-Soviet friendship socloty
marks its 50th anniversary; prominent
attendeos at Prague cbservance are
Sovict party sccretary Ponomarev and
Czecchoslovak party sccretary Bilak;
the Moscow scssion's guest list is
heoaded by Politburo member Pelsha,

25X1

March 5 Premier RKosygin leaves the Komi ASSR
and visits a portion of the natural
gas pipeline near Tyumen.

25X1

25X1

Deputy Foreign Minister Firyubin
l arrives in Laos from North Vietnam
l for an "unofficial" visit; he is the
highest ranking Sovict official to
visit Laos. \ 25X1

Hungarian Forecign Minister Puja con-
cludes a three-day, official visit
to East Germany. 25X1

Deputy Premier I. Novikov is named
to head Soviet planning for the 1980
summer Olympic Games in Moscow. 25X1

Communist bloc party secretaries

conclude their two-~day meeting at

Prague on ideological issues and

confer with Czechoslovak party chief
25X1 Husak. |

Yugoslav-Swedish talks on economic
relations open in Stockholm,

25X1
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Polish Foreign Trade Minister Olszewski
begins an official visit to Romania.

25X1 ‘

Bulaavian Deputy Premier Iliev begins

an official visit to Romania to discuss
coordination of economic plans for 1976-
25X1 1980.

FRG President Scheel and Chancellor
Schmidt confer with visiting Bulgarian
Foreign Minister Mladenov during his
two-day visit to Bonn.

Polish party chief Gierek and Premier
Jaroszewicz candidly discuss Poland's
food shortages in speeches pegged to

the coming International Women's

25X1 Day .

A two-day symposium on Yugoslavia's
very serious energy problems opens
in Belgrade. |

Berlin issue forces an abrupt halt
to Romanian-FRG negotiation of a
research agreement. |

March 6 Deputy Foreign Minister Firyubin
confers with Laotian Prime Minister
Souvanna Phouma at Vientiane and
with Prince Souphanouvong at Luang
Prabang.

March 11, 1975
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25X1

Petr Abrasimov is named to succeed
Mikhail Yefremov as the USSR's ambas-
sador to East Germany. | |

The US embassy in Moscow reports

that the number of Soviet Jews pro-
cesscd for emigration to Israel
during January and February was nearly
50 percent below that of the same
period in 1974. | |

Brezhnev leads Soviet officials turning
out at the Kremlin to mark the eve

of International Women's Day; Politburo
candidate-member Ponomarev reads the
official party statement for this
occasion.

Portuguese Secretary of State for
I'isheries Ruivo ends a three-day
visit to Moscow; the USSR and Por-
tugal issue a communique pledging
to conduct joint fisheries research
studies and to "hold relevant con-
sultations annually."

Premier Kosygin arrives at Orenbury
to examine the progress of work on
the natural gas complex there.

Romanian Foreign Minister Macovescu
pays a brief, official visit to
Ankara and confers with President
Koruturk and Foreign Minister XHsenbel.

March .1, 1975
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Veljko Vlahovic, a long-time close
associa*c of Yugoslav President Tito,

dies in Geneva at age 61l.
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Indonesian Foreign Mindistur Malik
commences a three-day, official visit X
. to Romania. | | 25X1

March 8 A Radio Moscow commentary in Persian

. terms the recent Iran-Iraq agrecement
"a source of joy and happiness for

the poople of the Soviet Union." 25X1

Polish Foreign Minister Olszewski
concludes his official visit to
Czechoslovakia., 25X1

Tass reports that 16 nations, including

the US and the USSR, have agreed at

Leningrad on new regulations designed

to enhance cooperation in developing

North Atlantic fisheries. 25X1

Yugoslavia and Romania sign in
Bucharest a three-year agreement for
cooperation in science, education,

and culture. 25X1
March 9 Yugoslavia announces the arrest of

seven Stalinist-Cominformists in

Bosnia-Hercegovina. ‘ 25X1

Deputy Foreign Minister Firyubin re-

turns to Moscow via Bangkok. | 25X1

N. N. Inozemtsev, head of the USSR's

Institute of World Economy and Inter-

national Relations, begins a 1l2-day,

official visit to the US, | 25Xt

Deputy Foreign Trade Minister Grishin

arrives in Baghdad for talks on Soviet-

Iragi economic relations. ‘ 25X1
March 11, 1975
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March 11
25X1
March 12
March 13

The Communist front polls 98,8 per-
cent of tho vote in elections fcr
Romania‘s Grand National Assembly.

Leipzig's annual spring trade fair
opens; GDR party chief lonecker,
President Stoph, and Premier Sin-

dermann call at the US exhibit.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Malik
begins a three-day, official visit
to Czechoslovakia.

Tass announces the conclusion of
military maneuvers in the USSR.

Yugoslav President Tito begins a
four-day, state visit to Poland and

meets with party chief Gierek.

Romanian President Ceausescu con-
fers with the visiting Ecuadorean
President.

Romanian chief of Staff Coman begins
a nine-duy, official visit to the

US, the first by such a high-ranking
officer of a Warsaw Pact member-state.

FUTURE EVENTS

Finnish President Kekkonen to arrive
in the USSR for an "unofficial visit"

lasting two or three days,

West German Economics Minister
Friderichs to commence an official

visit to the USSR.

March 11, 1975
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Indonesian l"oreign Minister Malik
to commence a three-day, official
visit to Bulgaria.

March JA Swedish Prime Minister Palme to begin
a three-day, official visit to
. Yugoslavia,

March 17 Hungarian party congress to open.

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

Deputy Foreign Minister Kozyrev to
head the Soviet delegation as the
Law of the Sea conference resumes
in Geneva.

March 18 Yugoslav Premier Bijedic to begin a

D51 four-day, official visit to the US.

March 19 French Prime Ministexr Chirac to
commence a six-day, official visit
to the USSR.

March 21 13 US senators begin a l7-day, offi-
cial visit to the USSR.

Finnish President Kekkonen to begin
a five-day, "unofficial" visit to
, Yugoslavia.,

March 11, 1975
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Guyana Prime Minister Burnham to
begin an official visit to Romania.

R. Sargent Shriver to beogin a two-
week, "lecture tour" of the USSR as
a guest of the USSR Supreme Soviet.

March 23
25X1

March 26
25X1

April 4

early April

April

March 11, 1975

Romanian President Ceausoscu to begin
a state visit to Japan followed by
similar visits to the Philippines,

Kuwait, Jordan, and Tunisia,

Yugoslav Premier Bijedic to go to

the USSR for an official visit; later
in the month, he will go to China for
an official visit.

Treasury Secretary Simon and Commexrce
Secretary Dent to go to the USSR for
a meeting of the US-Soviet commercial
commission.

Politburo member Shelepin to visit
the UK as head of a Soviet trade

union delegation.
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